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High Government officlals in The Netherlende have interpreted the removel -
on 8§ November of Dutch Government subsidies which have eonlributed to
holding prices well under these in Belgium as a threat to the uminterrupted
delivery of ERP supplies through ports in The Netherlands. Thizs action by
the Dutch Government is pert of the BENFLUX plan for abolishing financial
and economie bzrriers among its member countries, but it will inevitably
result in a higher cost of: iiving to be borne by the Dutch.

Trade unions are already agitating for wage increesses, On the estimate
that the living expenses of each family in Rotterdam will rise 3,00 florins
per week, the Government hes proposed & wage increase of 2.00 florins per
week. The EVC, the Communist-controlled United Trade Union Centrel, is
demanding 2,50 florins., I1f this fugure is refused by the Governrent, it
will offer effective propsgenda o the Communist Party of the Netherlands.

Higher prices end almost full employment in Rotterdam mey lead to atrikes
in this port city. 4all trade unions, excapt those wiich are Comnunist-
dominated, have accepted the Government proposal, The LVC now has 12,000
members in Hotterdem, since 4,000 former EVC menbrrs broke away to form

the UVB, the Independent Trade Union iovsrent. The OVB rcmbership includes
the majority of hotterdam's dockworkers and transport end harbor workers,
The political orientation of the UVB is deseribed as "1litoist znd Cormunist-
nationalist" and its policy hes been to oppose the EVC at every o portunity,
Only & serious rise in the.cost of living would induce the OVB, for purely
economic and non-political ressons, to join with the EVC in a united strike
effort.

The total number of dockers in Rotteruem is estimeted et 28,000, The Communist
vote in this city in the general elections of July 1948 was 12%. ‘There is’
little known Communist penetration in the non-Comrunist trade unions, although
the EVC hae recently been trying to win over the Socielist members of other
unions, telling tihem to remain in thelr unions, to hide their TVC connections
and to form cells. ELfforts are constantly belng made to disor@dit the non-
Communist union lezders, im some instances causing their removal and replece-
ment by Communist or Commmist-controlled heads.
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5. Hotterdem dockworkers and longshoremen are rigidly checked and controlled.
These measures are believed effective in reducing the possibility of sabotage
in ship unloading. Also, ships carrying important cargoes are often assigned
to & guarded dock where unloading cen be done by securityichecked workers.

6. The Communist Party is believed to have issied no orders to its members
to impede ERF shipments to The Hetherlands. The Dutch s urce quotes
Prime Jinister Drees as steting that, if strikes should hemper either LRP
shipments or iArmy reinforeements through Luteh ports, the Government will
call for volunteers to unload cargoes. If there should not be sufficient
volunteers, Duteh troops will be ordered to hendle unloasding znd safe transe
shipment through The Netherlands.

7. There is fairly widespread unemployment in the Eelgicn port city of antwerp,
#phciklly among the 800 members of the Ship Repairers'! Union, which is
believed to lessen the possibility of effective strike action., The Belgian
@ommunist Party, however, is known to have iseued orders to the Seerctary
of its Action Committee, Philips (fnu), to moke every effort to slow down
ERP shipments into Antverp, but there are no indicetions that these orders
heve been carried out. This hetion Commmittee is believed to consist of
important members of various sntwerp unions. Communist Party lesders are
believed to have issued & second order to its members to refuse to unload
only ships carrying war materials, end Belgien Government officials consider
that this instruction mey be carried out.

8. There is no security check of dockworkers and longshoremen of sntverp, which
increases the possibility thet sabotege may be attempted, rather then strike
action. No guarded docks exist in 4ntwerp, and ships are directed to any
Herths which are free, without regerd to cergoes or the depgree of seeurity
involved. Communist influence is strong in the Antwerp section of the AQS,
the General Independent Trade Union, to which the mejority of the workers
at the docks belongs. It is belicved by Government officisls thst the
intverp trade unions would refuse to unload ships rerouted from Rotterdam,
if a strike oceurred in tae latter port,

9« 1t is know that a Duteh EVC member, Johennes Booms, is in ‘wntwerp as liaison
between the Jutch union snd the Belgien A0S. Booms is especielly interested
in the dockworkers. His courier between 4ntwerp and Rotterdam is Klaas
Vildeboek, a Dutch metional. ihe Secretery of the EVC Trensport. Workers
Union, Dirk Kleinsme, is in comtact with the Antwerp Action Committee, and
the Trotskyist "Spartacists" are reported to have exchanged representatives
between Antwerp ond Rotterdam.

10. Communist Party "ten-mon groups® which have been formed in the Eastem pert of
Delgium do not yet exist in antwerp snd are unknown in The Netherlands.,
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